Show Tips, Attire and Tack Guidelines

Well, you have decided to take your horse to the fair.  Every exhibitor had a first year of showing. You are not alone and here are some tips to help you.  You have read the rules for showing at the fair and now you are ready to prepare for your project.  Look through the rules for the horse project.  This will save a lot of embarrassment for everyone.  Not following the rules set out in the book could prevent you from entering your horse at the fair.  Look through the list of classes to decide which ones you are eligible to enter.  Then begin filling out your record book as you go through the year.  It’s too hard to do just before the book is due.  Remember to take lots of pictures, it really helps.  

Choose a discipline or style of riding.  You should decide if you are going to ride or show in English or Western attire and tack.  Get familiar with each one and see what style fits you and your horse.  Some horses are better suited for a specific discipline.  You could ask for assistance here from one of the leaders listed in the front of this handbook.  However, if you have your heart set on competing in one style or the other, go for it.  If your horse can physically do the work expected for that discipline and you have the “will” to make it happen you are sure to be successful.  

Make sure your horse is in good physical health and condition.  When you enter your horse in the fair, many people will be viewing your animal.  If you have been working diligently with him/her up until the fair, he/she should be in great shape.  

· Make sure your horse is up to date on vaccinations.  This not only protects your horse but everyone else’s animals too.  

· Make sure the feet are trimmed and well maintained.  If your horse needs shoes, try to schedule to have them shod one to three weeks before the fair.  You want to try to avoid the shoes about to fall off on show day and in need of a reset. 

· If your horse appears to be lame or is lame, he/she will do poorly at the show.  Have a vet help you determine if the cause is something that is chronic or acute.  Many injuries can be helped with regular veterinary care.  

· Keep your horse on a regular deworming schedule.   Talk to a leader or your vet if you need more information.   Worms can easily be passed from horse to horse so protect your own and others around you.   

· Make sure your horse’s body condition score is at an acceptable level.  Too skinny or too fat will hinder your horse’s performance.  

· The easiest thing to do is to keep your horse clean and well groomed.  This depends 100% on you, the member.  Your horse may like rolling in the mud, so it is up to you to brush and clean your horse regularly.  

Show Attire and Tack Guidelines
Required for Everyone no matter what the discipline
Boots with a ½ inch heel

Safety Helmet with chin strap (SEI approved)

English 
For the Rider


Riding Coat/Jacket


Breeches/Jodphurs


Boots – either tall riding boots or paddock boots are accepted


Button Dress Shirt


Wrap around collar with pin or stock tie – optional


Riding Gloves – optional


Belt - optional

For the Horse


English Bridle which includes a cavesson noseband with reins
English bit (snaffle, eggbutt, full cheek, dee ring, loose ring, Kimberwickes, Pelham and others with no shank are permitted)

English Saddle with stirrup leathers and irons (Huntseat, Dressage, Saddleseat or Close contact type saddles are all accepted)

Saddle Pad


Girth


Breast Collar – optional


Martingale – optional for jumping classes only

Spurs – optional 


Riding Crop – optional 

Western
For the Rider


Western Shirt and Pants

Coat or Vest – optional 


Chaps – optional 

Boots 


Spurs – optional 


Breast Collar – optional


Stock Pin or decorative pin - optional


Riding Gloves – optional


Show Belt - optional

For the Horse


Western Bridle/Headstall with reins
Western bit ( For horses or ponies over age 5 - any standard western bit, a bit with a shank, for horses or ponies 5 and under- snaffles or a bosal can be used)

Curb Chain - optional

Western Saddle with fenders and stirrups (saddle should fit the rider)

Saddle Pad


Cinch
Things not allowed for both English and Western disciplines include:


You may not use any kind of crop or whip in a showmanship class

Training aids like draw reins, side reins, tie downs 

Or things that could enhance your riding like gel seats or things that will not allow the stirrups to hang freely  

Rope bridles and/or reins

Leg wraps or boots are not allowed for pleasure showing but can be used for jumping or speed events.  

Twisted wire snaffle bits are prohibited

It is quite difficult to put together a complete list that will satisfy all judges.  If you want to wear something or use a piece of riding equipment that you are unsure of, check with the leaders or even the ringmaster at the show.  

For a more complete listing of recommendations and guidelines for Wisconsin, look up the Wisconsin 4-H Horse Project Equestrian Guidelines on the Web or see link below.
Equestrian Guidelines
http://4h.uwex.edu/onlinpro/documents/08_Equestrian_Guidelines.pdf

This is a handbook for WI state guidelines for the horse project.  It covers things like judging emphasis, proper tack, and trail class recommendations.  It was last updated in January 2008.  This document is 24 pages long so only a link to the website has been included.  
